Brookfield Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting 7/21/04
CB #3 Offices

Chairperson: Helen Bialer

Consultants: Art Rosenbaum, Andrew Waring, Matt Urm

Attendees: Barbara Warren, Gregory Markow, John Felicetti, Dennis McKeon, Gerri Drago, Tom Zablocki, Alex Zablocki, Robert De Biase, Craig Reimertz, John Incontrera, David Pearson, Pam Bailey, Litta De Martino, Lance J. Hermus, Mario Bruno

Significant Issues Raised at Meeting:

The CAC would like to keep the project on its proposed timeline to ensure funding from the State Superfund for project work does not run out. Our elected officials can provide support for this. 

The CAC would like a report on what DEC/DEP are doing regarding the issues raised at the April Public Meeting. Are all the issues raised being addressed? When will we know the agency response to these issues?

The CAC would like comprehensive planning for sports facilities to be done in conjunction with the planning for Fresh Kills end use—to avoid redundancy. A suggestion for bikeways was also made. 
Andrew Waring explained that building structures on site poses some challenges that need careful consideration. Sports facilities likely would need restrooms.

Truck traffic is a significant concern for the CAC and people are anxious to hear the outcome of discussions between DEP, DEC and DOT related to alternative routes for truck traffic. We did not have anything to report at the meeting. Some members expressed the desire to widen Arthur Kill Rd. Others did not want it widened because it would bring more traffic. Everyone seemed interested in the alternative entrance for trucks to Brookfield from Richmond Ave. A new turn lane would be needed on Arthur Kill to accommodate cars entering the main entrance to the site. 

The CAC would like to discuss further the final entrance to Brookfield.

The CAC would like to understand the status of progress related to Operable Unit #2 which involves the investigation of the Creek. When can we get that report? 

The CAC would like a tour of the Brookfield site to be planned in the winter.

Concerning the creeks that run through the neighborhood, the CAC is raising an issue regarding flooding when the barrier wall is installed. The CAC would like more information regarding the adequacy of culverts to address this issue. 
The CAC would like to have a Communications subcommittee to provide better communications with the public and elected officials. Status reports to public officials are planned.

The CAC would like to have a website with materials regarding Brookfield available.

The CAC will largely use email to communicate with members.

The issue of closing the CAC to new members was raised, however, concern was expressed that the CAC could dwindle from the interest we currently see. So membership will be kept open for now.
Some CAC members expressed concern that voting on issues could be problematic if someone decides to pack a meeting. CAC members seem to want some rules related to attendance to prevent that problem. For now we will develop an attendance sheet. 

The CAC discussed inviting press but the majority of the CAC members did not feel that inviting the press was appropriate at this time. This will be reevaluated.

The CAC would like to see a traffic study of Arthur Kill road. Has one been done?

The CAC discussed the issue of future opportunities for public input. The CAC would like to have significant input on the 90% plan. The CAC is also interested in seeing the Bid documents for other landfill sites like Fountain Ave. The CAC wants critical issues to be addressed in the Final Plan and Bid document rather than waiting for the selected contractor to produce a health and safety document. 

A CAC member stressed the importance of adequate water trucks. 

We touched on the Priority Issues but did not have adequate time to complete the discussion at this meeting. 

Brookfield Citizens Advisory Committee

MEETING AGENDA

July 21, 2004

Community Board #3 Offices

7 PM 

I  Background & Purpose for this Meeting     (Helen Bialer & Barbara Warren)

Brookfield History (in brief) Who is the CAC? What is their role?

Who is Ransom (SAC)?  Ransom’s Role

 Pass out Agenda 

 Additions to Agenda?

 Ground Rules

 Round of Introductions 

 What we hope to accomplish in this meeting

II Our Consultants’ Summary of Recent Activities      (Ransom Environmental)

    Review of Timeline

    Upcoming 90% report—Public meeting, Opportunity for Public Comment

    OU #1 & 2

    Questions

III Communications



               (Greg Markow)

      (Separate agenda) 

IV Priority Issues                                                       (Helen & Barbara)

      Upcoming Decisions and Opportunity for Public Input

      Getting major commitment to the Timeline and backing of public officials

      Funding for CAC public outreach 

      Traffic Issues

      Brookfield Site Management/ Health and Safety Issues

      Status of Operable Unit #2 work on the Creek and Coordination with Work at Brookfield Site

      End Use Plans- What are preferred uses? Who will take over management of site?

      How can we get funds allocated now for future maintenance of this park?

Attach Agenda

Attendance List

