Brookfield Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting 12-6-04

Notes

Chairperson: Barbara Warren

Attendance: Pat Contrabasso, David Pearson, Greg Markow, John felicetti, Robert De Biase, Dennis McKeon, Steve Drago, Gerri Drago, Charles Modica, Thomas Zablocki, George Callas, Nick Dmytryszyn, Alex Zablocki, , John Incontrera, Craig Reimertz, Litta De Martino, Pam Bailey, Ronald Perrotta, Kathy Malec

SAC Consultants- Art Rosenbaum, Andrew Waring, Denis Newcomer

DEP & Consultants- Lillie Farrell, Irfan Bashir, Sue Tarlton, John Leonforte, Henry Boucher, Michael Borsykowsky, Saad Mallik, Rick Raymond.

SAC Report – The NYS DOT has ruled against use of the Korean War Veterans Parkway. There is work on an entrance from Richmond Ave. Any construction roadway would be closed after the site work is complete so wetlands can be restored.  A parking lot for workers is also to be located there. 
Traffic discussion

Dennis M. suggesting putting a permanent parking lot near Richmond Ave. so folks can access footpaths and bike paths from there rather than Arthur Kill Rd. . 
Nick Dmytryszyn of the Borough President’s office has asked for widening of Arthur Kill Rd prior to site work so there shouldn’t be a traffic problem there. 

There was a lot of discussion of traffic. Two specific ideas came up—that the CAC should consider Passive recreational use only for the site and that folks want the road work completed first before the site work at Brookfield.

End Use 

People want to postpone discussion of End Use Plan until we get other issues worked out. We need to understand the timeline for community involvement in the end use plan. We will probably need to schedule a special meeting to discuss End Use. 
Return to SAC Report—DEP will be hiring a Rat Expert to prepare specs for the Rodent Control Plan for the subcontract for this work. John Mc Laughlin stated that there will be trapping done. 
We briefly discussed Health and Safety and that it is a top priority for this work. 

We also discussed the need for better resolution of Health and Safety issues before we have a public meeting in the Spring. 

The DEP introduced themselves and talked about how they want to be involved with the work of the CAC.

Baseline air monitoring at several sites will be conducted prior to work.
Website 

The Brookfield CAC website is up and running according to Alex Zablocki. It would be helpful to have DEP provide links so that people can access relevant documents at DEP. 

Brief Report on Site Tour 12/4/04

Folks wanted to know the hotspots. Greg M. asked that Richmond trolley barn be preserved as historic landmark. 

DEP/CAC Interaction 
Good Communications was discussed, particularly the need for a newsletter. 

There is a lot of interest in getting a newsletter going. We agreed to make up an outline for one and circulate to the CAC.

Complaints will have a separate phone number from 311. 

DEP is suggesting specific topic meetings and partnering with CAC for Spring public meeting. DEP offering meetings with other CACs. 

Communications plan needed, signage on fences including warning about fishing. 

Suggestion about tracking hospital records to be able to identify an emerging health problem. This reflects concern that site work may pose health risks. Barbara responded that we must control hazards at the site and prevent health risks—that is why we need to spend time on health and safety issues. 

The actual site work is to begin in 2006 and finished in 2009.

Dennis M. asked for an example or case study of a hazardous waste landfill closure to examine what was done right and wrong. 
We discussed Public meeting in Spring and need to get newsletter out prior to meeting. CAC want a list of outstanding documents and a punch list to understand where things stand. 
John Leonforte of DEP said they will fund mailings and signage. 

Pat O’Connor of DEP wants to know the CAC’s big issues before developing a schedule of possible dates for the public meeting. 
